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DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

AND 

NON-PUBLICATION REQUEST PER 37 CFR 1.213(a) 

Declaration 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that 
my residence, post office address and citizenship are as 
stated below next to my name, and that: 

I believe I am an original, first and joint in- 
ventor of the subject matter which is claimed and for 
which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 

LINKAGE OPERATED LATCHING SYSTEM 

as described and claimed in the appended application, 
Atty's Dkt. No. 5-897. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and under- 
stand the contents of the specification, including the 
claims . 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information 
which is material to the examination of this application 
in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section 1 . 56 (a) . 

I hereby claim no foreign priority benefits 
under Title 35, United States Code, Section 119 of any 
foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate, 
and declare that I have identified below any foreign 
application for patent or inventor's certificate having a 
filing date before that of any application on which a 
claim for priority is based: 

No foreign priority benefits are claimed. 
No corresponding foreign cases have, as yet, been filed. 
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I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, 
United States Code, Section 120 of any United States 
application listed below and, insofar as the subject 
matter of each of the claims of this application is not 
disclosed in the prior United States application in the 
manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United 
States Code, Section 112, I acknowledge the duty to dis- 
close material information as defined in Title 37, Code of 
Federal Regulations, Section 1.56(a) which occurred be- 
tween the filing date of the prior application and the 
national or Patent Cooperation Treaty international filing 
date of this application: 

The present application claims the benefit of 

Provisional Application Serial No. 60/447,153 filed Feb. 

12, 2003 by Brian M. Ott, Thomas Heinrich, Michael O. 
Misner and Timothy P. Laabs. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein 
of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made 
on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge 
that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 
1001 of Title 18 of the United States code and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of 
the application or any patent issued thereon. 

Non-Publication Request and Certification 
Under 35 USC 122(b) (2) (B) (i) Per 37 CFR 1.213(a) 

As a named inventor, and, acting on behalf of 
The Eastern Company unto whom the entire right, title and 
interest in the application identified above is being as- 
signed, I hereby certify that the invention disclosed in 
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the attached application has not and will not be the sub- 
ject of an application filed in another country, or under 
a multilateral agreement, that requires publication at 
eighteen months after filing, and I hereby request that 
the attached application not be published under 35 USC 
122(b) per 37 CFR 1.213(a). 

Power of Attorney 

As a named inventor, and, acting on behalf of 
The Eastern Company unto whom the entire right, title and 
interest in the application identified above is being 
assigned, I hereby appoint 

David A. Burge, Esq. 
Registration No. 24 , 390 
Te 1 ephone 216/921-8900 
Fax 216/921-0209 

to prosecute this application and to transact all business 
in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 

Designation of Mailing Address 

As a named inventor, and, acting on behalf of 
The Eastern Company unto whom the entire right, title and 
interest in the application identified above is being as- 
signed, I hereby designate as a mailing address for U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office use, the address associated 
with USPTO CUSTOMER NUMBER 707 , namely: 

David A. Burge, Esq. 
David A. Burge Co. , L.P.A. 
2901 South Park Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 44120-1842 

Please associate USPTO Customer Number 707 with 
this application so on-line PAIR access will be available 
to the attorney of record. 
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Inventor Signatures 



invcnuui o r u. _i_ _l in cl i i ic . 


Rp T A "NT M OTT 
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-TZ , 7 ^7 /^l/ 


Signature Date : 


'/P. $ ' 2004 


Residence City & State: 


Huntley, IL 60142 


Inventor' s Citizenship : 


United States of America 


Post Office Address: 


11790 Niagra Lane 




Huntley, IL 60142 



Inventor' s Full Name : 

Inventor ' s Signature : 

Signature Date : 

Residence City & State: 
Inventor' s Citizenship : 
Post Office Address: 



MICHAEL 0. MISNER 




, 2004 



Lake Villa, IL 60046 
United States of America 
37338 Fairview Lane 
Lake Villa, IL 60046 



Inventor's Full Name: THOMAS HE INRICH 



Inventor's Signature: 
Signature Date: 




Lag. - 



2004 



Residence City & State: 
Inventor's Citizenship: 
Post Office Address: 



Streamwood, IL 60107 
United States of America 
78 Marion Lane 
Streamwood, IL 60107 
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Inventor's Full Name: TIMOTHY P. LAABS 
Inventor's Signature: ^<^^^^^ /^C^^^^ ^ 
Signature Date: ^/Z- 2004 



Residence City & State 
Inventor's Citizenship 
Post Office Address 



Palatine, IL 60074 
United States of America 
1446 East Joyce Avenue 
Palatine, IL 60074 
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